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6 & HE preſent age is not more diſtinguiſhed by the great 
diſcoveries which have reſulted from a ſpirit of enquiry 
after uſeful knowledge, than for the liberal encouragement which 
has been given to it, not only by the Sovereigns of Europe, parti- 
cularly his preſent Majeſty, but even by many private Gentlemen: 
inſomuch that in no period of time have the bounds of Science 
been ſo much extended as in this century. 


The relations of ſome late voyages which have been made, 
in conſequence of ſuch encouragements, under Royal patronage, 
or by Gentlemen already high in the public eſteem, and illuſtri- 
ous for their talents, have ſo much excited the attention of man- 
kind, as to create a hope in the Writer of this Work, that the no- 
velty and extent of the information, as well as the entertainment 
it offers, will render it deſerving the patronage and encourage- 
ment of the Public. 


The Continent of Africa and its Productions are little known to 
Europeans, and have long been objects of curioſity to philoſophi- 
cal Gentlemen; ſome few of whom, exceedingly zealous in pro— 
moting all kinds of uſeful knowledge, and in particular of Na- 
tural Hiſtory, ſuggeſted this adventure, and enabled the Author to 
embark with the neceſſary apparatus for making collections and 
obſervations in thoſe countries, where he reſided near eight years, 


promoting, as far as circumſtances would permit, the chief object 
of his Travels. 
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In this Work will be contained a narrative of Voyages and Ex- 
curſions made up ſome of the large rivers on the Continent of 
Africa, and to ſeveral Iſlands on that Coaſt and the Coaſt of 
America. 


Alſo an account of the Preſent State of the Empire of Sherbro 
or Serbera in Guinea, and of thoſe little known and much 
miſrepreſented people the Negroes, who dwell in or near the 
large diſtrict of that Continent called, from the Mountains 
and River of that name, Sierra Leona; their Manners, Cuſ- 
toms, Laws, Policy, Agriculture, Arts, Manufactures and Com- 
merce; among which will be related many intereſting Deſcrip- 
tions of their Way of Life, Diet, Dreſſes and Ornaments; Cere- 
monies, Sports, and Amuſements; National, Provincial and leſſer 
Conventions, Aſſemblies and Courts of Juſtice; Modes of Trial 
in Civil and Criminal Caſes (particularly the Ordeal of Red 
Water); their Puniſhments, &c. alſo Deſcriptions of their Kings, 
Chiefs, Courts, Ambaſſadors and Embaſſies; Prieſts, Orators, 
and Lawyere. An account of their ancient, religious, and po- 
litical myſtery of the Porro;z their Sacred Groves, Burying- 
Places, Gri-Gri Houſes, and other Buildings; together with Ob- 
ſervations on the Diſcaſes of thoſe Countries, and the different 
modes of treatment practiſed by Natives and Europeans, with 
accounts of ſome of the Remedies uſed by the former; and alſo 
on the Climate and the Seaſons ; with an account of the dreadful 
Thunder- ſtorms called Tornadoes, the ſingular Winds known 
by the name of Harmattans, and the effects they have upon 
animals, vegetables, furniture, &c. the variations of the Ther- 
mometer at thoſe times particularly, and other meteorological 
phænomena. | 
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The Slave Trade merits to be fully treated of, and will here 
be amply deſcribed; an acurate account will be given of the 
manner of carrying it on, of keeping and ſecuring the Slaves, of 
tranſporting them to the Weſt Indies, and of ſelling them there; 
together with the treatment they meet from Europeans and 
other White people in thoſe Iſlands; a compariſon of the Ne- 
groes in a ſtate of freedom or of ſlavery, and the different ma- 
nagement of Slaves by nations and individuals. 


The whole will be interſperſed with a Natural Hiſtory of the 
moſt remarkable productions of thoſe climates, obſerved by the 
Author, and which have not been deſcribed or treated of fully 
by other travellers ; together with deſcriptions of their Mountains, 
Volcanoes, and Rivers; the Climates, general Appearances of the 
Country, Souls, &c. 


In the latter part, a ſhort account will be given of the Preſent 
State of the Windward Sugar Iſlands in the Weſt Indies; their 
government, cultivation, &c, with an hiſtorical enquiry into the 
nature of the Calamity in thoſe Colonies which ruined ſo many 
Sugar Eſtates, generally attributed to a ſmall ſpecies of Ants called 
Cane Ants; and ſome Obſervations on the cuſtoms, manners, and 
policy of the Weſt Indians, whether Creoles or Emigrants ; Bri- 
tiſh, American, French, Dutch, or African. 
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